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To: Federal Communication Commission
1919 M. Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20554

RE: MM-93-48

To whom it may concern,

RECEI\/ED

OCT f f 1995
FCC MAIL ROOM

I am writing in regards to children's educational and infonnational
··programming. I am a concerned citizen who would like to request, as a
contingency of licensing renewal, that networks provide a minim~ of seven
hours per week of educational and infonnational programming b~ween the
hours of 7:00am and 8:00 pm. I would also like definitive guidelines to ,be
place on what can be classified as educational and infonnational
programming. In essence, I do not want shows to make one reference to an
academic teon and be allowed to call it an educational show.

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to be heard. Networks thrive on
today's children and it is time for them to invest in tomorrow's adults.

Sincerely,

**Must Be PostMarked By 10/12/95**
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RE: MM-93-48

Dear Commission,

.Mrs. Robert Noland
1225 21st Court

Vero Beach, FL. 32960
(407) 562-1250

RECEIVED
OCT 111995

FCC MAIL ROOM

Oct. 3, 1995

Thank you so much for giving parents the opportunity to have a voice in
children's programming. Until recently, I have never had an interest in what
is available to young viewers. However, I have had a change ofheart since
my daughter, Lindsey, was born. In the past several months, I have sought
out appropriate television shows for Lindsey to watch. The majority of
kidvid is violent and without substance. I realize I have the power to tum off
the set. However, television is an integral part of our society. By having to
tum off the T.V., I will in essence isolate my child for part of her culture. As
the most pervasive medium in the world, it is time for the networks to be
accountable for their programming. It is time for the networks to give back
to their patrons--the children.

During the morning hours, I find the lack ofeducational and informational
programming to be alarming and disheartening. The airways are bombarded
with unsuitable material. What kind of message are the networks sending my
daughter? As a mother, I am extremely concerned about the ramifications of
these programs. I was surprised to hear of the existence of the 1991
Children's Television Act. Where are the educational and informational
programs? It is my understanding that many shows have been reclassified
to meet licensing requirements. As a parent, I find the reclassifications
unacceptable. I+ is also unacceptable that the networks are offering less than
1/2 and hour a day of educational and informational shows and then
bombarding my child with several hours of violent, non substantive
programmmg.



I am writing this letter requesting, as a contingency of licensing renewal, that
networks be required to show a weekly minimum of seven hours of
educational programming. That there are stringent guidelines placed on what
can be classified as educational prowamming and that these shows be aired
between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm.

Thank you so mush for your time and consideration on behalf of myself and
on behalf of Lindsey.

Sincerely,

vtClAo

•~e

Mrs. Robert Noland
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To: Federal Communication Commission
1919 M. Street N.W .
Washington D.C. 20554

RECEI\'E:D
OCT 111~5

FCC rJ:AIL ROOM

RE: MM-93-48

To whom it may concern,

DOCKET FILE coPY ORIGINAl

• I am writing in regards to children's educational and informational
.programming. I am a concerned citizen who would like to request, as a
contingency of licensing renewal, that netvvorks provide a miniIl\Um of seven
hours per week of educational and informational programming b~tween the
hours of 7:00am and 8:00 pm. I would also like definitive guidelines to be
place on what can be classified as educational and informational
programming. In essence, I do not want shows to make one reference to an
academic term and be allowed to call it an educational show.

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to be heard. Networks thrive on
today's children and it is time for them to invest in tomorrow's adults.
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Sincerely,

**Must Be PostMarked By 10/12/95**
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Gifted Academically Talented Education
Jackson Elementary
2200 East Teton 872·5520
Green River, WY 82935

September 26, 1995 ocr 111995
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear FCC, Regarding: MM Docket 93-48

My fifth grade students are learning a problem solving process basing their work
on an article entitled "FCC Speaks Out About Television" from our local newspaper.
Students understand that each family or child must make choices about what they will
view.

Following are POSSIBLE problmns they identified with children as TV viewers of
educational and informational programing:

children may be too young to pick out appropriate programs for themselves
too much adult interest type content in general educational and informational

programing
parents may not monitor children's TV viewing but just assume because it's (FOR

EXAMPLE) Nickelodeon or public TV that it's airing an appropriate kid show
children have easy access to any content 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
kids watch too much violence including cartoon shows
informational and educational programs may not be as fun to watch because many

are not as eye catching and interest holding because the pace is slow or
background music too restful

nonreaders or early readers may not figure out how to read program guides· not young
children user friendly

many educational type shows are not shown at suitable times or in a wide range of
times so educational choices are not available whenever kids want to watch

informational programs may often be worded at too high a vocabulary and
comprehension level so kids don't finish watching it

there is not a great variety of educational and informational shows available for
children, so reruns are shown

o
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An UNDERLYING PROBLEM they identified is:

Nonreaders or earty readers may not figure out how to read currently available
program guides (including the preview channel ). Printed guides are not children user
friendly.

Brainstorms to better the printed guides, whether printed on a screen or printed in a
magazine or newspaper follow:

place a nation wide symbol (icon), that is consistent for all types of guides, indicating
kid educational or informational shows

show that same symbol on the corner of the TV screen during the entire program so
that kids flipping channels can identify children's shows

create a coding system and show it on the screen during the length of the program,
indicating for example educational! young children EC or icon, informational! older
children 10 or icon

time zone announcements are confusing- add in a local announcement of the local
time zone that educational and informational shows will be aired deleting the general
announcement of other time zones than the local viewing area

create higher standards of quality and label low quality shows (see symbol Idea above)

create a kid channel mixing educational and informational shows with high quality
entertaining shows just for kids

Nickelodeon needs to improve the quality of it's shows- create standards for them to
meet (Just because it's Nick, doesn't mean it's appropriate for kids.)

use simple vocabulary in guides or create guides just for kids (which would use simple
vocabulary, larger print, and picture symbols instead of all words)

use main character icons instead of words in printed guides so kids can pick out , for
example, Big Bird for Sesame Street, in a printed guide

slow down the screen scroll rate and enlarge the print size of the preview channel

create a kids preview channel that tells them the time in their local time zone only, the
channel, and the name of the program accompanied by a picture of the main character
or topic so kids can make informed choices for viewing



create TV's that will only display a preview channel for the stations their TV gets. add
symbols as in the first two ideas

Since we do not know your criteria for putting improvements In place, our best
solution will be an academic exercise in problem solving. However, we hope these
brainstorms will trigger possible improvements that you can turn into workable ways to
improve children's programming.

If possible, please communicate with us regarding the improvements you
identify as workable (from their brainstorm lists). This will help them see how problem
solving is a life skill that adults use on the job.

From your perspective, is there anything that can be tackled at the
state (or local) level to support your efforts? My students are involved in a
Future Problem Solving competition- Community Problem Solving division, in which
they will identify a problem and use a problem solving process to plan and produce a
best solution. PIMse reply soon so that we ego begin to research the topic of
QhUdren's eQuQational and informational programming.


